
 - mapping our journey in Christian curriculum development - 

  
Wad-ja ge t  on  the  Frase r Ins t it ute  Re port  Card?  

 
Overa ll, th ree fa ctors  con t r ibu te to s tu den ts ’ s cores  on  a ch ievem en t  tes ts : 
 
1 ) wh a t  is  ta u gh t  in  s ch ool 
 
2 ) a  s tu d en t ’s  in tellectu a l a b ility 
 
3 ) a  s tu d en t ’s  ou t -of-s ch ool lea rn in g 
 
Sch ools  ca n  a n d  d o m a k e a  d ifferen ce. Tea ch ers  s h ou ld  p rovide a  ch a llen gin g, s t im u la t in g, a n d  in tegra t ive cu r -
r icu lu m  th a t  en ga ges  s tu den ts  to th e fu lles t . In s tea d  of s poon  feed in g s tu d en ts  by tellin g exa ct ly wh a t  th ey s h ou ld  
lea rn , ch a llen ge s tu den t s  to th in k  for  th em s elves  a n d  p u t  th em  in  ch a rge of th eir  own  lea rn in g. En a b le th em  to be 
res p on s ib le for  th eir  own  a ch ievem en t  - yes , of cou rs e th ey’ll r es is t , we n a tu ra lly p refer  th a t  s om eon e els e ta k es  
res p on s ib ility for  wh a t  we do or  don ’t  do. 
 
We a re crea ted  to be res pon s ib le for  ou r  own  a ct ion s  s o tea ch  s tu den ts  to be s elf d is cip lin ed  a n d  d evelop  th eft  
own  s k ills  for  lea rn in g, pu t t in g th em  in  th e pos it ion  of s et t in g u p  th eft  own  exp er im en ts , s ea rch in g for  th eir  own  
s pecia lized  m a ter ia ls , etc. Rem em b er  th a t  a  key fa ctor  in  doin g well in  fu r th er  edu ca t ion  is  th e degree of r igor  a n d  
ch a llen ge a  s tu d en t ’s  h igh  s ch ool cou rs es  h a d , n o m a t ter  wh a t  gra des  th ey received . Th erefore, d on ’t  keep  s tu -
den ts  from  t ryin g h igh er -level cou rs es ; in s tea d , in s p ire s tu den ts  to ta ke a ca d em ica lly ch a llen gin g cou rs es . Don ’t  
en cou ra ge s tu d en ts  to ta ke th e ea s ier  rou te, in s tea d , en r ich  th e cu r r icu lu m  th rou gh ou t  th e gra des  s o th a t  th ey 
will be a b le to ta ke th e h igh er  level cou rs es  wh en  th ey rea ch  th e h igh er  gra des . 
 
However , if you  a re p r im a r ily in teres ted  in  a  h igh er  s core on  th e Fl Repor t  Ca rd , th e s im ples t  wa y is  to weed  ou t  
s tu d en ts  wh o will n ot  d o well! 
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How can parent 
confidence be 

restored? Accept 
responsibility for 
what you should 
be doing well, 
grow a shared 

vision and a com-
munal sense of 
purpose about 

educating for life. 

On e wa y to d o th a t  is  to in crea s e th e gra d e requ ir ed  in  th e p reviou s  level. e.g. a  s tu den t  
m u s t  a ch ieve 70% in  Ch em is t ry 11  before h e/ s h e is  a llowed  to en ter  Ch em is t ry 12 . You  ca n  
a ls o s et  u p  a  s er ies  of fen ces  with  a  ga te a n d  th en  s et  th e p r in cipa l a t  th e ga te to d is cou ra ge 
wea k er  s tu d en ts  from  ta k in g ch a llen gin g, a n d  s ign ifica n t  cou rs es . Ma ke th e cou rs e d es cr ip -
t ion s  in  you r  s ch ool ca len da r  s ou n d  like a  cou rs e is  m ore d ifficu lt  th a n  it  r ea lly is . En cou r -
a ge tea ch ers  to p reven t  s tu den ts  from  ta k in g a  ch a llen gin g cou rs e a n d , d is cou ra ge tea ch ers  
from  work in g h a rd  to keep  a t -r is k  s tu den ts  in  cla s s . 
 
On  a  b roa d er  s ca le, a  s ch ool s h ou ld  get  r id  of p rogra m s  wh ich  m igh t  a pp ea l to b roa d  ra n ge 
of s k ills  a n d  a b ilit ies  a n d  it  s h ou ld  a lloca te m ore t im e for  exa m in a b le cou r s es  th a n  it  does  
for  n on - exa m in a b le on es  beca u s e a fter  a ll th es e oth er  cou rs es  don ’t  rea lly cou n t . Fin a lly, 
in s is t  th a t  tea ch ers  in  you r  s ch ool h a ve s tu den ts  s pen d  a  s ign ifica n t  a m ou n t  of t im e wr it in g 
p ra ct ice exa m s  a n d  a d d  a  loca lly- develop ed  cou rs e ca lled  “How to Write a  Grea t  Exa m .” 



Robe rt  Ko ole  is  Director  of Cu r r icu lu m  for  th e Society of Ch r is t ia n  Sch ools  in  BC. He h a s  s erved  for  m a n y 
yea rs  a s  a  cla s s room  tea ch er  a n d  a dm in is t ra tor  in  Ch r is t ia n  s ch ools  in  Alber ta  a n d  Br it is h  Colu m bia . He 
regu la r ly lea ds  works h op s  for  tea ch ers  a n d  pa ren ts  rela ted  to a  Bib lica l vis ion  for  tea ch in g a n d  lea rn in g. He 
h a s  s erved  on  s ch ool com m it tees  a s  pa ren t , tea ch er , a n d  a dm in is t ra tor . He is  p a r t icu la r ly in teres ted  in  en -
ga gin g p r in cip a ls  a n d  tea ch ers  in  ren ewa l by bu ild in g on  s t ren gth s  a n d  exp lor in g n ew ch a llen ges . 
 
Both  Bob  Koole a n d  Bob  Bru in s m a  will be dea lin g with  th is  top ic a t  th e 2 00 5  CEA Con ven t ion  in  Ca lga ry. 
Bob  Bru in s m a  will a ls o p res en t  a  works h op  on  th is  top ic a t   th e Fa ll 2 0 0 5  PACS m em bers h ip  m eet in g in  Ed-
m on ton  on  Novem b er  5 . Bob  Bru in s m a  is  a  Profes s or  of Edu ca t ion  a n d  As s ocia te Vice Pres iden t  (Aca dem ic) 
a t  Th e Kin g’s  Un ivers ity College in  Edm on ton . 
 
 
 
Principals reflect  on Professional Learning Com m unit ies { PLC’s}  
 
This Fall , the Christ ian Principals in our region were priveledged to reflect  on the PLC concept . Under the direct ion of 
Dr. Jim  Parsons, Phil McRae, and Laura Servage { faculty from  the Universit y of Alberta who specifically work with 
Alberta I nit iat ives For School Im provement } , pr incipals were challenged to see that  when teachers work t ogether, 
student  learning im proves. 
 H ighlights from  the conversat ion at  the Banff Cent re within the CPA com m unity were:   
 
1.  Use the wisdom  of the new teachers on your  staff to help br ing new or innovat ive teaching pract ices to the 
 rest  of the staff.  
2.  "Now Discover Your St rengths" by Buckingham  -  Online Survey. I n doing this online survey, you can com e to 
 know your staff in ’deeper’ ways.  
 ht tp: / / www.im pactpublicat ions.com / index.asp?PageAct ion= VIEWPROD&PRODID= 5346  
3.  I t  is difficult  to have a ’problem ’ define the PLC when you have people that  have different  curr icular focuses/
 interests.  
4.  Com m unity is a large concept  and extends beyond just  the not ion of professional learning com m unity.  
5.  When assist ing people to com e together as a com m unity, t ry and avoid m icro-m anaging.  
6.  When you em power staff, intent ionally or unintent ionally, they will r ise to a challenge and their m any different  
 gift s begin to com e to the surface.  
7.  I t  is im portant  to honor and respect  the people within this school com m unity.  
 
 
 
Curr iculum  W ork W ithin PACS At  This Tim e: 
 
I f you have not  had a chance to check out  the new PACS website, I ’d encourage you to do so. We’ve set  it  up so that  
the site is easy to navigate. As t im e m oves on, we will also have the m em ber’s sect ion set  up so that  teachers in our 
schools can direct ly download units that  they want  to use. We are present ly in the process of t ransferr ing our units 
into e-docum ents so that  they can be readily accessed on the PACS website.  

 
1 . Bible  

 
Our PACS Bible Review Com m it tee cont inues to m eet  regular ly. Please note that  your school com -
m unity has been sent  an updated "Fram ework for Bible Studies". This revision includes recom -
m ended t ime requirem ents for Biblical studies and rat ionale for dist inct  Bible learning in the Junior 
High Grades. 
 
Som e basic inform at ion regarding the progress of Bible Com m it tee work is sum m arised as follows:  

 
High School   
 
A group of high school teachers gathered in late February to create a resource that  with help teachers in t he devel-
opm ent  of high school Bible courses. Duane Konynenbelt  of Im m anuel Christ ian High in Lethbridge, Mel Brandsm a of 
Cent ral AB Christ ian High in Lacom be, and Grace Jewet t  of Edm onton Christ ian High will be working on this resource. 
This project  not  only has developed an understanding of what  is im portant  in Bible learning, but  also has provided a 
support  to teachers responsible for developing Bible courses. This resource, st ill under developm ent , is intended to 
usable, flexible, and can be accessed on the PACS website.  



Junior High:  
x� Grade 7 -  Joseph  Unit  { present ly being test  dr iven in a num ber of schools} .I  will begin working with a t eam  of 

teachers at  Calgary Christ ian School later this fall on The Parables of Jesus. 
x� Grade 8 -  W ords From  a W ise Guy  will be published this fall. Upon This Rock  is present ly being published. 

Esther is present ly in the writ ing process. We st ill need a team  to work on Signposts Of The Kingdom . 
x� Grade 9 -  Let ters To The Church { looking to test  drive this unit  this fall} . The Case For Christ  is well on it s 

way. Heroes of Faith is well on it s way. 
 

There is only 1 m ore unit  to find writers for in the 15 unit  Junior High Bible program . 
I f  you would like to "Test  Drive" a Draft  Bible Unit , please contact  the PACS office. 

 
 

2 . Social Studies ( SS)  
 

The consult ing process for social studies program  changes in Alberta is nearly com plete. There st ill 
m ay be som e consultat ion work done with the grade 11/ 12 program . Alberta Educat ion has stated 
that  resources for the new program  will be m ade available m uch earlier than what  we had experienced 
in the K-3 process. 

 
Now that  we are finished with the proact ive process, the social studies com mit tee can cont inue the 
work of considering, recom m ending, and developing resources for support ing the social studies pro-
gram s in our Christ ian schools. Our PACS social studies com m it tee has been act ive in considering and providing ways 
that  we can best  support  our schools with the up and com ing changes. PACS has provided:  
 
x� Social studies workshop for about  30 teachers in Calgary on Feb. 4 
x� Social studies day sessions for Lethbridge teachers on May 3/ 4 
x� I nform at ion on social studies m aterials to assist  with select ion of m aterials for the im plem entat ion of the new K-3 

social studies curr iculum  { work by Karen Vanden born and Debra Krug in Calgary}  
 
This year, PACS is looking to provide:  
 
x� A pre convent ion workshop on October 18 +  19 for K-3 teachers that  will address the following:  
 -  Why do we teach social studies?  
 -  How are we going to do this in K-3? Developing a st rong foundat ion for what  we do from  a Biblical per  

 spect ive.  
 -  Dealing with changes and get t ing to know what  students need to learn.  
 -  Finding out  how resources can support  learning. 
x� Workshops for grade 4 and grade 7 social studies teachers to help with m andatory changes for the 2006/ 2007 

school year. Workshop date for this has been set  for February 17, 2006 in Calgary. To register for these ses-
sions, please contact  the PACS office. 

 
We also have one teacher part icipat ing in a Cent ral Alberta Regional Consort ium  (CARC)  pilot  project  using video con-
ferencing to develop a m odel of professional developm ent  based on the new K-3 Social Studies Curr iculum . We’re 
looking forward to learning m ore about  this init iat ive as it  has future potent ial for how PACS will cont inue/ enhance it ’s 
com m unity curr iculum  work. 

 
 

3 . Faith and Learning Sessions for High School Teachers 
 
Two years ago, secondary teachers in our PACS region m et  to discuss the EQ m odel in developing 
courses with a Biblical perspect ive. Both Doug Monsm a and Peter Buism an from  Edm onton led teachers 
through this process. This event  was sponsored and facilitated by the Christ ian Educators Associat ion 
(CEA) . 
 
The CEA in conjunct ion wit h PACS offered 3 sessions ( in Calgary)  last  year specifically for PACS high 
school teachers. Last  year we covered Social Studies, Science, and Art . This year we are offer ing another 
3 sessions:  
  
The first  one was held October 6/ 7, 2005. I n that  session, secondary m ath teachers gathered to deal 
with the challenge of how the Christ ian faith is woven into the grade 7-12 m ath curr iculum . Sessions re-
m aining this year are:  

 

Novem ber 24/ 25, 2005 -  Session 2 -  English 
February 9/ 10, 2006 -  Session 3 -  Music 

To register for these sessions, please contact  the PACS office. 
 
The plan is to offer 3 subject  areas specifically for junior high teachers for review during the 2006/ 2007 school year. 



4 . Devot ional Resources 
 

A school wide devot ional program  (The Parables)  for sm all m ult i age groups is com pleted and is 
ready for publicat ion { st ill await ing copy r ight  approvals} . By developing devot ional resources teachers 
have the opportunity to extend Christ ian com m unity to the wider school. This program  is sim ilar to the 
school wide devot ional program  “The Fruit  of the Spir it ”  developed by a group of teachers in Winni-
peg. We are t rying to develop a series of 5-6 program s that  could be used through a cycle. Other units 
in this series are The Ten Com m andm ents and The Beat itudes. 
 

 
 
FUNDS FOR CURRI CULUM DEVELOPMENT 
 
Last  year, our Christ ian Curr iculum  Resources (CCR)  Fund spent  slight ly m ore than we took in. We 
had som e costs due to the publicat ion of The Beat itudes and "Upon This Rock"  as well as costs 
associated with work on the Joseph, Esther and Living in Hope units. We have cont inued to receive valued support  
from  our schools and at  the end of the 2004-05 fiscal year, we had a fund balance of $25,153.35 . The need to keep 
our donat ion st ream  st rong will be seen this year as the num ber of writ ing projects increases.  We could have up to 5 
projects ready for publicat ion this year and their costs will drain away our reserves. We hope that  st rong financial 
support  will grow and cont inue to m eet  the needs of curr iculum  publicat ion for the dist rict . We will cont inue to issue 
charitable donat ion receipts for individuals m aking donat ions to the CCR Fund. 
 

 
 
ADDI TI ONS TO THE PACS PROFESSI ONAL LI BRARY 
 
Overm an,Christ ian, and Johnson, Don, 
Making the Connect ions –  How  to Put  Biblical W orldview  I ntegrat ion into Pract ice .   
This book was writ ten especially for schoolteachers, to assist  in the process of m aking the connec-
t ions between all subjects and the bigger picture of the biblical fram e of reference. (2003)  
 
Ortberg, John.,  
Everybody’s Norm al Till You Get  To Know  Them .    
This book zoom s in on the things that  m ake com m unity t ick. You’ll get  a thought -provoking look at  God’s heart , at  
others and at  yourself. Even bet ter, You’ll gain wisdom  and tools for drawing closer to others in powerful, im pact ful 
ways. (2003)  

 
Plant inga, Cornelius Jr.,  
Engaging God’s W orld- A Christ ian Vision of Faith, Learning, and Living.   
Plant inga has writ ten a sage, m ature, and avuncular  even paternal guide to the essent ials of the Christ ian life for the 
college student . Most  valuable, perhaps, is the final sect ion, where he holds forth a vision of how a student  should use 
"knowledge, skills, and vir tues" in the service of God. (2002)  
 
Stassen,Glen H. and Gushee, David P.,   
Kingdom  Ethics: Follow ing Jesus I n Contem porary Context .   
This book is dist inct ive in the way that  is takes biblical perspect ives seriously and constant ly encourages the reader to 
keep in view the kingdom  vision that  m ajors in const ruct ive alternat ives rather than m ere ethical condemnat ions. All 
who are serious about  glorifying God by the life they live will benefit  great ly from  reading this book. (2003)  

NEW RESOURCE FROM CSI :  
 
Fossils and Faith. This course explores the spect rum  of perspect ives on creat ion. Students will reflect  on the debate 
between scient ific and biblical views of creat ion and exam ine how Christ ians have com e to reconcile apparent  dis-
agreem ents. The issues are presented from  a Reformed perspect ive, but  no one posit ion is offered as the "best "  or 
"m ost  faithful."  This course celebrates the fact  that  all Christ ians believe in one God, the creator of the heavens and 
earth. Published by Faith Alive.  

Melissa Saw yer , a secondary teacher from  Saskatoon Christ ian School (SCS)  has 
joined the CAC. Melissa is in her second year as a teacher at  SCS and is willing to serve 
on the CAC because of her  interest  in curr iculum  building and the learning opportunit ies 
in doing so with an integrated biblical perspect ive. Good to have you with us Melissa!  

 


